
 Advent Sunday, 2015 

 

Happy New Year! 

This day marks the beginning of the Church’s Year: we are about to launch into the half of the year 
that is called Seasonal Time lasting from now, through Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter and 
Pentecost. It is also a little bit of an anniversary, we have been together for a whole year now and I 
want to think about that as part of what I say this morning. Advent is a time of looking back over the 
experience of the people of God concerning their salvation. Advent is a time for present reflection as 
we consider our own lives and priorities. Advent is also a time to look to the future; not just the 
short-term nearness of Christmas but also the great long-term issues of death, judgement and the 
afterlife. Advent, we might say, looks three ways at once. 

1. Advent as a time for Recollection 

Our practice in Advent, each Sunday, is to focus on something of the past history of the people of 
God: our Christian belief is that God does not stand apart from the life of his people but rather seeks 
to bring us into his mission of salvation for the world. This Sunday our memory is of our most ancient 
ancestors in the faith, of Abraham, of Isaac and of Jacob, later our thoughts will turn to the great 
prophets of the Hebrew Scriptures, then to John who baptised and lastly to Blessed Mary, who bore 
the Saviour in her womb. This is our heritage of faith but it is not, of course, our own experiences 
that we are speaking of, we accept them in trust from those who have gone before. Such things 
should be held in honour because it is in them that our present faith is rooted and grounded: 
through the long story of the growth of human understanding of God set forth for us in Scripture 
and also through the shared knowledge of that story that is held for us in the tradition of the Church. 
All of us also have personal histories of faith and it would be a good thing to spend some time this 
Advent recalling those stories and giving thanks for those who have challenged us, taught us and 
helped us to grow in Christian commitment and confidence. In that way we can begin to set our own 
experiences alongside those of the faithful of old and so to see a pattern – a pattern of a God who 
loves and blesses, a God who sustains and upholds. A God who invites us to follow his way of living 
and so to be a blessing to those around us. 

2. Advent as Preparation: 

We may also reflect on Advent as a time of preparation. The first reference is about us preparing to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus of Nazareth and because that feels such a good thing the season does 
not have the same kind of gloomy overtones that Lent does. That’s strange because in the earliest 
Christian traditions that we know about Advent and Lent were intended to be twin seasons. Advent 
seems to be shorter because we think it ends at Christmas, originally it went right through to 
Epiphany Sunday – the Festival of Christ being revealed to the nations. The only shadow of that is 
that the fourth Sundays of both seasons reference motherhood. Of course we want to look forward 
in anticipation of the fun and pleasure of a good Christmas and the Advent seasons takes its style 
from that. But – and it is a very important warning to give – Advent does not look forward only to 
Christmas (the Feast of the First Coming of Christ) but also to his second coming to be our judge. 
That is the part that people are less keen but we all heard the warning in the gospel this morning: 
Our Lord’s words will not pass away and part of what he clearly said was that we must be prepared 
and on our guard, ‘watching the signs of the times’. We will be answerable to him for the conduct of 
our lives, we should always be living as though each day is the best we can offer to him because, 
after all, when we come to judgement do we not want to hear his words: ‘Well done, you’ve been a 
good servant’. That is why the ancient Advent response of the Church is to say:  

  May the Lord, when he comes, find us watching and waiting.  



 

3. Advent is a time of Introspection/Reflection 

Secondly, it will help us to think of Advent as a time of taking stock. It has a particular resonance for 
me because it was at the beginning of an advent a couple of decades ago that I began to face up to 
the possibility that I might have a vocation to priestly ministry. I spent those following purple weeks 
in particular, focused reflection as to what that might mean and the following Epiphany went to see 
my parish priest … and the process of testing that vocation began. When, eventually, I was 
interviewed for this role as your priest, Archdeacon Sheila asked me what my priorities would be for 
a first year, if appointed. I offered three things: 

a. to see through the beginning of a new Children & Families Ministry; 
b. to review and revise worship in the district; 
c. to improve the connectivity between our activities. 

The first two have been achieved through cooperative work within the district and across the team; 
the third has been less fully achieved – although has been progress in pastoral areas there is still 
much to be done. This seems to be a really good moment to thank all those who have put so much 
effort into making the progress that we have made, I am grateful and I pray that God will bless our 
endeavours – we have already been blessed by the process of working together. But what is to come 
next? After reflection and prayer I have concluded that my aims for my second year in post should 
be to: 

a. continue to address the connectivity of our activities by reinvigorating the Ministry 
 Leadership Team; 

b. re-establish and retrain the Healing Ministry Group; 
c. establish and embed new worship styles (Café Church and Village Praise @ the Centre); 
d. develop a new relationship with the Free Church and with St Joseph’s. 

Four aims for one year will be quite a challenge but one to which I believe we can rise, provided that 
we approach them prayerfully and as co-workers in Christ. 

Conclusion  

I am offering you a suggestion that Advent has a three-fold character, as a time of recollection, a 
time of preparation and as a time of projection – that is, it has a past, present and future perspective 
to offer us on our lives. In Advent we recollect the past and we prepare ourselves in the present 
because we know that we shall have to face a future – and all this we do while trying to be faithful to 
our calling as the modern disciples of Jesus of Nazareth. Christ comes to us in so many ways, in 
service of others, in the sacraments, in prayer and in the study of Scripture, the question for us to 
address is how prepared we are to meet him in all those ways. 
 
May the Lord when he comes, 
Find us watching and waiting. 
 

 


