
Trinity  10 

You may recall that on a different occasion Jesus said to the crowds, ‘Do not store up treasures for 

yourself on earth where moth and rust corrupts  but store up treasures for yourself in heaven … for 

where you treasures are, your heart will be there as well’. That’s from Matthew’s gospel, 6.20: 

perhaps it is Matthew’s way of presenting the same idea as the short parable that we had from Luke 

just now – but you can see how closely they are connected. All that hard work and labour to build up 

the store of his possessions, all those possessions piled up – and to no lasting purpose for death 

takes the character in the parable before he can take any pleasure from his possessions. 

The question that faces us all is about priority: on what things to do we put the most value? It is so 

easy to misplace our priorities and I am sure that you do not need me to recite a list of things to 

which people most misdirect their attention. Many of us here have escaped the burden of working 

for a living and that might be a good place to be, although it can also bring its own burdens. For 

many years Jenny and I lived on a small estate in Herne Bay. Many of our neighbours had bought 

their homes when they were new built, brought up their families in them and were now retired. 

They had genuinely put everything into their work but not prepared themselves for that retirement: 

they suffered terribly from the loss of the status that work had brought them and the restricted 

social lives that they now lived. There was so much sadness and loneliness. The symptoms of it were 

often, alcoholism, anger and a sense of resentment. Such personal problems sometimes lead to 

serious personal and social damage and to cases of poor mental health. What else had they? 

Now it would be easy, too easy, for us to say in a judgemental way that what some of them could 

have done with a life changing encounter with the God who saves and whom we worship. What 

might be called a conversion experience – meaning reaching a point of making a definite 

commitment to following the teachings of Christ and accepting his lordship. The expectation that 

Christians should go through such an experience is a particular emphasis among Evangelical 

Anglicans. 

That is not the experience of all Anglicans although it was my own. I started attending church in my 

early teens because I was recruited to sing in a parish church choir by a school friend. A couple of 

years of good solid preaching and a group of friendly people of my own age lead me to the point of 

wanting to be baptised. During the preparation classes I was challenged by our parish priest about 

whether I had made an appropriate commitment and that became my own moment of decision. I 

could take you to the very place and tell you the very time of that decision but those details are 

longer important; rather, it is what I have done subsequently about that decision that is really 

significant. It is not necessarily a simple nor an easy story to tell or to listen to, for one thing the 

journey I took led me away from that evangelical beginning into other parts of our Anglican heritage. 

So yes, I can point to a starting place and time but that is only the beginning of my own personal 

story of faith. The most important question is about whether, how that decision, that experience of 

Christian life, has changed me. 

You see, we are all called to conversion of life. That might begin with a moment of realisation or a 

moment of commitment to the cause of Our Lord and to his person and teaching – but after that we 

all then called to the longer process of re-ordering our lives under Kingdom values. That is why we 

have Paul writing to encourage the Colossians to turn their backs on what they have been and look 

to how they will be. Being Paul, his encouragement is quite forceful. Paul is right, of course, but that 

does not mean that any of us are free from things that we struggle with. Each of us is as we are 



because of the sum of our life experiences, Paul does not deny that but he does say that we should 

move on in our lives from what we once were to what we are now called to be. 

 

To be content with our situations is not easy. For one thing we are quite likely to be discontented – 

to some extent – with our own discipleship, we will be all too aware of our weaknesses and failings – 

if not down-right rebellions. Repeatedly we have to face the times that we fail to live up to our 

calling because the pull of the other things that we value is too strong. Then we must turn to God in 

penitence and resolve to seek to walk more closely to God and follow more faithfully. 

 

We are called to renewal of life, to a change of priorities. In the future we should seek to live our 

lives according to the values of the kingdom of God. Those values are challenging, I hope that no-one 

pretends that they are not, but they also not out of reach. The issue is not that the values cannot be 

attained but rather that we are so attached to other things that we cannot bring ourselves to reach 

out towards them. Is it all hopeless or a problem then? Far from it, God’s grace (we are promised) is 

sufficient for our needs but so often the difficulty is to do with our reluctance to seek that same 

grace. For that reason the sensible Christian will seek to develop habits of goodness that will aid the 

person in overcoming the unhelpful things left over from the unconverted life. Habits of prayer and 

the reading of Scripture, habits of Christian service to humanity and worship of God in the 

sacraments … and in that way we are gradually weaned off our dependence on the misplaced 

priorities of this word – replacing them instead with the values of the Kingdom of God.  

Lay up treasures for yourself in heaven not on earth. 


