
HARVEST COMMISSIONING: TRINITY 16 
 
Pray the Lord of the Harvest that he will send labourers into the field (Luke 10.2) 

 

Introduction: 

And if you are really on the ball this morning, you will have worked out that those words are not in 

either of the readings that we have just had though there is a phrase in the passage from John’s 

gospel that is very close to it. There has been a little bit of banter about how I might manage to 

summon up some kind of liturgy that will allow us to bring Harvest Festival together with this 

significant moment in the life of our congregation when we have made public the call and response 

to Naomi to come to be a minister at St. John’s. Eventually, those long hours of expensive theological 

education and training paid off and I realised that the connection is there in the words of Our Lord. 

He himself uses the image of the harvest to describe the mission of the Church and it would be no 

bad thing for us to pay attention to Him on this subject. 

First Theme: 

First, let’s have some context for the gospel reading. Jesus and the disciples had travelled up into the 

country around Samaria, they were outside their home area – beyond their comfort zone we might 

say. And that is not the only surprising thing. Jesus sits by a well and has a conversation with a 

woman, a non-Jewish woman, and doing that he is going against a lot of the rules of his culture. The 

conversation he has goes right to the heart of that woman’s life and her being and she recognises his 

specialness and is on the brink of naming him as the Christ. She leaves puzzled but excited. Then the 

disciples return. They are astonished that he had been talking to a woman – any woman but 

especially a Samaritan woman – but his response is that the fields are ready for harvesting. He was 

speaking to the woman for a purpose, to declare the coming of the kingdom – even in the 

unexpected places – even to the unexpected people. The disciples needed to realise that the 

kingdom was not going to be restricted, tied down, limited – it was going to burst into some people’s 

lives and seep into other people’s lives, it would quench their deepest thirsts with the water of life, 

drenching, washing, enlivening those who would receive. But before any of that could happen the 

Kingdom would have to be proclaimed. 

Second Theme: 

In the meantime, that woman had gone into the town and she had told people about the man she 

had met, this strange, wonderful man who ignored the rules and spoke as a friend across the 

boundaries. Do you think, she asks, do you think he might just be the one we have been waiting for? 

She speaks about Jesus from out of her own experience, not about a rumour, not about a story, but 

about the person that she has actually met. The one who understood her, who offered her his 

blessing without limitation, who was willing to set aside the sinfulness that had been in her habit and 

call her into a new life. She had a huge impact because she was talking out of her own experience … 

and those who heard her responded. If that is what he is like, they said then let’s go and find out for 

ourselves. Which is just what they did; let me read those wonderful words again: It is no longer 

because of what you have said that we believe, we have heard ourselves and we know that this is 

truly the Saviour of the World’. First they heard her testimony, but when they engaged with Our 



Lord themselves, then they same to believe for themselves – and it is just that same journey of faith 

upon which that we need to take people around us in this place, and in this time.  

What about us? 

So this is the time to ask ourselves the ‘what about us’ question that we should ask when we read 

the gospels.  If there is going to be a church community here in the future, the present people of 

God in this place must face up to the call to mission. Well, you started to do that a while back, long 

before I got here in fact, and today we mark the next step with the public recognition of the 

beginning of Naomi’s ministry here. We all know what the challenge is, we have all reflected on the 

opportunities that we have here but let’s just go back over the sequence in that gospel passage. That 

woman came to know Jesus herself, and despite her uncertainty, her worries if you like she asks the 

right question in the right place – could it be that this one is the Saviour? Asking the right question in 

the right place caught people’s attention, they began to engage with him, and as they learned, they 

realised … and as they realised they moved beyond depending on her words. They gained knowledge 

and experience of Our Lord for themselves and began to walk the path of discipleship for 

themselves.  

 Testimony leads to engagement,  

 engagement leads to experience,  

 experience leads to faith.  

So it was then – why should we suppose it will be any different now? It won’t happen we are just 

passing on a rumour, though will it, our words must be of our own experience of the difference it 

makes to have faith in the God who saves. 

Conclusion: 

Today this congregation begins a new part of its journey. We know that we are called to be the 

Church in this place but now we must seek to discover God’s will for how we might be renewed. 

There will be challenges along the way but we may face those with confidence in the love of God, in 

the saving Grace of Jesus Christ and in the blessing of the Holy Spirit. Naomi’s role is to help us to 

focus on how we might do that. That does not let the rest of us off the hook, so to speak; the 

mission belongs to the whole congregation but Naomi will help us focus. Similarly, her support group 

will pray with her and for her, they will seek to discern where God wants to take the work with 

children and families – but that does not mean that the rest of us are excused those same tasks. For 

that reason, just as Naomi will declare her intention to serve faithfully in this place – so must we all 

declare our intention to serve alongside her. 

 

No-one can minister in their own strength, so we will pray for the blessing of the Holy Spirit of God 

to lead and inspire her. As the sign of that prayer she will be anointed with the oil of Chrism – the 

same oil that is used at confirmation and the beginning of all new ministries, oil that was blessed by 

the Archbishop last Maundy Thursday. That anointing is far from being an empty gesture, it signifies 

the prayer of our whole church that this may indeed be a ministry that is blessed … and is a blessing 

– for the Church and beyond it. 


