
Sermon for first service at Seasalter, Feast of Christ the King. 

Colossians 1.9 – 20   

 

I plan to focus my words mostly on the Colossians reading this morning, if you want to hear me on 

the gospel reading you’ll need to go to the website and listen to the recording! Colossae, you may 

know was one of the little towns near the south-west coast of modern Turkey that formed the loose 

community of churches that the book of the Revelation of St John was originally directed towards. 

Paul had worked in the region, though probably not in Colossae itself, and they looked to him as 

their source of apostolic authority. He writes at the prompting of Epaphras who is a leader in the 

church and traditionally listed as its first bishop. The dreadful warfare of the early middle ages 

destroyed the little cities and today Colossae is merely a mound of ruins that have never been 

investigated. 

It seems to me that the great contribution of the passage we had read to us is that it shows 

Christians just beginning to wrestle with how they could express the relationships between God, Our 

Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. And, of course, it is one of the great literary passages of the 

Christian scriptures, beautifully written phrases that linger in our memories and form our thinking. 

Now I know that Christians like to use the phrase, ‘Jesus Saves’ as a piece of shorthand – and it 

makes a nice sticker to put in the back of your car if you like that sort of thing – but it does not really 

tell the whole of the story so that we see in v.13, for instance, that it is God the Father who has 

visited salvation upon us by rescuing us from darkness and transferring us to the Kingdom of his Son. 

The Father’s will was that there should be reconciliation; the will of the Father is fulfilled by the 

willing and self-giving actions of the Son.  We experience the impact of that reconciliation through 

the ministry of the Holy Spirit to us. Thus, we experience salvation through the perfectly aligned wills 

and actions of the whole of the Trinity, the Holy and indivisible Trinity perhaps I ought to say, 

working in perfect unity. So, that car sticker I mentioned ought really to read ‘We are saved by one 

of the Holy Trinity acting wholly in concert with both of the other two’ but maybe that might make it 

too big a sticker to fit in most people’s cars … 

Similarly, creation seems to be a characteristic activity of God the Father, closely aligned with 

recreation and redemption. Yet in v.16 the act of creation is seen as being ‘in and for’ Christ: in and 

for Christ. There seems to be a bit of a pattern here, doesn’t there: the Father wills and the Son 

performs but beyond that there is a yet more important idea. We can have some knowledge of God 

the Father through knowledge of the Son as revealed in the creation, ‘He is the image of the invisible 

God, the first-born of all creation’, v. 15. That really must be one of the most striking phrases in the 

Christian scriptures. In the Greek it says that Christ is the eikon of God (we seem to have 

rediscovered the word eikon in computing) that means that we gain understanding of God the Unity 

by study and by knowledge of Our Lord Jesus Christ, or as v.10 puts it, we can ‘grow in good works 

and in the knowledge of God’. I was interested to see that the word for firstborn, prototokos, is 

quite close to another word we use in technology: prototype – reinforcing the idea that as the 

firstborn, the prototype of creation, Christ also shows us how the creation is meant to be. Thus, at 

least part of the Kingdom of God will be a community of people living in the way of Christ, living lives 

worthy of him and therefore pleasing to God. 

 



So if the actions of the Father and the Son are perfectly in alignment and intention where does that 

leave us ordinary chaps who seek to live within the Kingdom of God? Well, for one thing it leaves us 

in need of the grace that will equip us for that life in the Kingdom, we need the intervention of the 

Holy Spirit to bring us into union with the will and desire of the whole Godhead, which seems to be 

for unity of purpose and will. But there is a further challenge: if we are genuinely seeking to be the 

disciples of Christ in our time and place then we are answering a call to live in his ways: we should 

display behaviours and attitudes that are fit for the Kingdom. So we must challenge ourselves to 

honest self-examination. Are we living lives that look like we have been called from darkness into 

light – or are we dragging a foot behind us, so to speak, keeping a toe-hold in the darkness? If we 

have been reconciled thorough the mercy of God … then should we not also people who reconcile, 

not antagonise, not alienate because that is not how God has treated us, is it? Critically are we 

people who look like we are growing in good works and also in knowledge of the will of God – there 

is something seriously astray if we are not. After all, if we can describe Christ as the Firstborn – the 

prototype, so to speak, of the faithful servant of God – then we should be able to identify who the 

production models are: and it is supposed to be us. We should be recognisably his younger siblings, 

genuinely the people of God. 

Today is kept by the Church as the Feast of Christ the King: it is a day of reflection on our relationship 

with the God who saves, a time to consider whether we might by our actions or inaction, perhaps, 

be creating barriers that stand in the way of the coming of the Kingdom of God. Such barriers might 

be within ourselves, within our relationships, or within our communities: and if there are any such 

barriers we are called to address in actions of repentance and humility. We know that we are 

created in the likeness of God and our actions should therefore reflect the revealed character of God 

in our won actions. Therefore we should also be characterised by behaviour that mediates creativity,  

fullness of life, salvation: these are the values of the Kingdom of God and they should be absolutely 

our values as well. 


