
  

Bible Sunday, October 25th, 2015 
 
I thought that as it is Bible Sunday it wouldn’t be a bad idea for us to spend some time reflecting together on the 
Bible. I suspect that we all have quite a complicated relationship with this volume, don’t we. You may know for 
example, that when Blessed John Wesley was in need of inspiration he would flick open his copy and see what his 
eyes lit upon. Now, I am not altogether sure that is completely a wise thing to do; you may have heard of the young 
person who did just that. On first opening the Scriptures he got Mt 27.5 and a second try gave him Luke 10.37. That 
is to say ‘Judas went out and hung himself’ followed by ‘You must go and do the same’. The trouble is that that 
behaviour smack a little of superstition. Maybe we ought to stick to things we can be a little more sure about. 
 
1. The writing of the books: 
 
As a matter of interest do we know between us where the oldest parts of Scripture are to be found? 
 (Ps. 29) 
The oldest books in their present form? 
 
Two critical events – the destruction of Solomon’s Jerusalem Temple in Jerusalem (597), followed by the exile of 
many of the people ‘By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept’. Construction of a record from memories or 
from older books. Exilic Hebrew. Bombing of Middleburg, reconstruction of the Zeeuws Archeif as a parallel. 
 
Two – the destruction of Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem (80) Christian community had all left before the rebellion 
against Rome got underway, death of the Apostles and first generation Christians. 
 
Oldest parts of the Christian Scriptures? 
 
 
2. The Construction and Retention of the collective memory of the people of God: in order to succour the people in 
their troubles. As Christians we are not really the people of the Book our relationship is not with the Book but with 
the Lord ‘The lord’s own people …’ In that sense it is the book of the People of God. I wonder what we mean when 
we say that this is the Word of the Lord? Part of what we are saying might be that these tried and tested words have 
revealed the mind of God to the mind of the Church. Remember that it was the Church that choose the contents, on 
the basis of its experience and its trust that when it took such decisions it was being guided by the Holy Wisdom of 
the Almighty. And behind that discussion we have to hear the words of the fourth gospel ‘the Word [of the Lord] 
became flesh and dwelt among us’. Some believers are in danger of replacing the Redeemer of the World with a 
book. Wrong to make claims for the book that it does not make for itself. 
 
3. The Gospel of the Lord for Christians the relationship with the four gospel books is somewhat different and rather 
stronger. Centre Bible with Our Lord’s words in red ink. The gospel writers make no secret of their editorial role. 
John 20.31 ‘chosen that you might believe’ Luke says almost the same in his prologue ‘I am writing a connected 
narrative’. These are books that preserve the words of Jesus of Nazareth with the intention that we should hear and 
be convinced. 
 
 
4. Conclusion One of the strengths of the Anglican tradition is the expectation that faithful members will read 
Scripture daily, struggle with it, sometimes using resistant reading; but we read Scripture as if through a pair of 
spectacles (i.e. Tradition and Reason) and (to return to Blessed John Wesley) we then test what we have read, 
understood from the shared tradition of the Church and from our own reflections – we will test that all against our 
own experience of the saving love of God, individual and communal. We take this library of scrolls, written by hands 
unknown in places unrecorded and in its story of the encounters of the people of God with their God, we ourselves 
are opened to new encounter with that same inspiring, energising, loving God. 
 
 
 



  

    


